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royal race, and all the bad. Handsome, generous, daring, keen-
sighted, and long-handed, he belonged no less to that category
of "bloody and deceitful men" who seldom, whether in David's
time or our own, " live out half their da}7s.'? Scarce enthroned,
lie began to administer the kingdom after his own fashion, and
with very little dependence on his Egyptian patron. His first
measure was, in itself, a good one, namely, the repression of the
Bedouins, who during this troubled epoch had regained much
of their old power and impertinence. Meteyr and 'Oteybah
were the two most powerful clans among the Nejdean nomades;
but they learned to dread the sword of Ebn-Theney'yfm, and
acknowledged their master. Victorious over the Bedouins, the
prince next subdued a revolt broken out among the semi-
barbarous inhabitants of Wadi Dowasir. Pity that scenes
recalling the horrors of Grlencoe and Arcot should have sullied,
it is said, enterprises otherwise alike necessary and beneficial to
the land. Ebn-Theney'yan perfected also many of the archi-
tectural improvements commenced in the capital by Turkee; he
enlarged the palace, and constructed within its precincts, and in
a somewhat dangerous situation, the present powder-magazine
and arsenal.                                                                           m

But success and power were poison to his haughty character,
and he now became a tyrant to his own subjects; he renewed
the odious cruelties of Khalid Basha, and often impaled those
who incmred his displeasure without even the form of a trial,
and on the slightest provocation. Hence the minds of his sub-
jects, who had been awhile conciliated by his graceful appear-
ance, his lavish generosity, great vigour, and the half-indepen-
dence which he procured them from Egyptian rule, became at
last wholly alienated from him; the cord was overstrained, and
ready to snap under the first blow.

Ebn-Theney'yHn. had administered Nejed for about five years
when Mohammed 'Alee died, and was succeeded by his half-mad
grandson 'Abbas Basha. I have already explained the projects
of this crazy debauchee regarding Arabia; no sooner had he
reached the throne than he took a first step in that direction,
, or at least in what he fancied to be such, by the liberation of
Feysul and his companions from their captivity. Yet not daring
to do this openly without a permission from Constantinople,
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